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MIPPA section 154(b) added a new subparagraph (F) to section 1834(a)(20) of the Social
Security Act. This subparagraph states that eligible professionals and other persons are
exempt from meeting the September 30, 2009 accreditation deadline that generally
applies to other DMEPOS suppliers unless the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) determines that the quality standards are specifically designed to apply to such
professionals and persons.

The eligible professionals to whom this exemption applies are set out at sections
1848(k)(3)(B) and 1861(r) of the Act, and include Physicians, Physical Therapists,
Occupational Therapists, Qualified Speech-Language Pathologists, Physician Assistants,
and Nurse Practitioners.

Additionally, section 154(b) of MIPPA allows the Secretary to specify “other persons”
that, like the eligible professionals described above, are exempt from meeting the
accreditation requirements unless CMS determines that the quality standards are
specifically designed to apply to such other persons. At this time, we are defining “such
other persons” as Orthotists, Prosthetists, Opticians, and Audiologists.

CMS will define how the quality standards apply to these eligible professionals and other
persons by rulemaking in 2009.

Individuals not included in this exemption list, such as pedorthotists, mastectomy fitters,
orthopaedic fitters/ technicians or athletic trainers applying for Medicare enrollment in
order to bill for Medicare part B services are not exempt from meeting the September 30,
2009 deadline for DMEPOS accreditation.


